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Why are we doing this?
● In 2017, less than 25% of 

children’s picture books 
published in the United States 
featured people of color and less 
than 15% were written and/or 
illustrated by people of color

● Though, these numbers have 
both grown significantly even 
since this project started in 2014, 
these numbers are still too low

*An average of 25% of picture books tend to feature nonhuman characters



https://blog.leeandlow.com/2018/05/10/the-diversity-gap-in-childrens-book-publishing-2018/



So I started collecting titles...



From all of this, Teaching Cultural Compassion was born.

What is Cultural Compassion?
Cultural competence refers to the ability to honor and respect the 
beliefs, language, interpersonal styles and behaviors of individuals 
and families.*

Cultural Compassion refers to the first step of this process.  Before 
we can truly learn and honor about cultures outside our own, we 
must first learn to see all humans with dignity and respect.  Cultural 
Compassion is the step we can teach our children to allow for their 
growth into cultural competence. 

*definition comes from Denboba, Maternal and Child Health Bureau, 1993



So what can we do?

What Do You Do With A Problem?

*What Do You Do With a Problem?  Written by Kobi Yamada and Illustrated by Mae Besom



So what can we do?
● Make sure that the books you read to children are inclusive 

- do a quick inventory of your church library, do you have a 
church library? What books do your kids see at church?

Books ABOUT Vs Inclusive Books



So what can we do?
● If you are buying books for the church or suggesting 

books, buy books that feature girls, children of color, and 
other minority groups - the publishing companies mostly 
care about money

https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/l
oaded_document/408/Classroom-Libr
ary-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf



So what can we do?
● If you are having a book drive, think about the children who 

will receive the books, buy/encourage accordingly



So what can we do?
● Be courageous in using secular/non-faith-specific books in 

faith formation lessons



How to use secular books at church:

● Be aware of books with good representation
○ Make friends with local children’s librarians and teachers
○ Get on School Library Journal or Publisher’s Weekly email lists
○ Web search



How to use secular books at church:

● After reading a new book and enjoying it, read it again with a 
theological hat on
○ What scripture does this make me think about?
○ What lesson will the listeners be able to glean from this that will inform their faith?

Ways to Pray
Unit



How to use secular books at church:

● If it passes both of those tests, consider reading it with a kid to make 
sure they’re following the way you want to go!



How to use secular books at church:

● If the books seems a bit of a stretch and you know you have time, 
consider a craft or activity that might help reiterate the intersection.



“Friendship is a precious thing.  
For only in friendship built upon mutual respect 

does the tree of peace grow great and tall.”
- Oneida Storyteller, 

“Allies in War, Partners in Peace,”  
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian



TeachingCulturalCompassion.org
Please share with family and friends.

If you’re willing to join my team to be the first to see and try 
any new curricula: 

TeachingCulturalCompassion.org/beta-testers

Email me if you have a success story or if you think 
something amazing is missing!  I’m always adding in!

revtura@gmail.com


